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While	it’s	unlikely	Google	would	ever	do	so,	it	is	possible	that	it	could	sign	apps	on	behalf	of	a	developer.	You’ll	want	to	keep	Google	Chrome	updated	to	the	most	recent	version	to	receive	all	the	security	and	navigational	benefits.Why	Update	Chrome?Updating	Google	Chrome	might	seem	like	an	inconsequential	detail,	but	it’s	important	to	keep	your
web	browser	current.Internet	security	is	a	constantly	evolving	issue	with	new	vulnerabilities	popping	up	regularly.	Open	Chrome,	open	settings	and	then	choose	“content.”	Scroll	down	the	menu	and	click	“Flash.”	Place	a	check	beside	“ask	first	(recommended)”	and	navigate	to	the	website	for	which	you	want	to	enable	Flash.	However,	it	will	also
require	app	developers	to	push	out	APK	versions	of	their	apps	to	other	non-Play	Store	channels,	as	they	won’t	support	App	Bundles.	25426	Navigating	the	web	requires	the	use	of	an	Internet	browser.	As	such,	some	developers	aren’t	too	keen	on	the	App	Bundle	format.The	bottom	line,	though,	is	that	all	new	Android	apps	on	the	Google	Play	Store	will
need	to	be	AABs.	There’s	no	way	around	it.	With	Chrome	open,	click	“more”	to	open	settings.	Related:	An	introduction	to	the	Google	Play	Console	for	Android	DevelopersThe	other	issue	is	that	developers	will	need	to	give	Google	their	app	signing	key	to	export	an	AAB	app	as	an	APK.	MORE	FROM	QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET	Andy	Walker	/	Android
AuthorityTL;DR	Starting	in	August	2021,	Google	will	require	all	new	Android	APKs	to	land	on	the	Play	Store	as	App	Bundles	instead.	If	a	new	version	is	available,	Chrome	will	update	with	the	act	of	reopening	it.If	you	have	a	habit	of	just	keeping	a	Chrome	tab	open	all	the	time,	an	update	might	become	available	without	going	live	on	your	browser.	You
can	clear	cache	and	cookies	in	Chrome	to	streamline	your	browsing	experience.Click	“more”	in	the	upper	right	corner	of	the	browser.	In	the	end,	this	is	good	news	for	the	average	consumer.	When	you	see	the	pending	update,	click	“more”	in	the	upper	right	corner	of	the	browser.	Of	the	millions	of	apps	on	the	Google	Play	Store,	thousands	of	them
already	use	the	AAB	system.Today,	Google	announced	that	the	AAB	format	will	now	officially	replace	Android	APKs.	This	means	that	starting	in	August	of	this	year,	all	new	apps	submitted	to	the	Google	Play	Store	must	come	in	the	AAB	format.	Choose	the	time	range	you	want	and	place	a	check	in	the	boxes	beside	“cookies	and	other	site	data.”	If	you
want	to	clear	the	cache	too,	put	a	check	beside	“cached	images	and	files.”	Finally,	click	“clear	data.”Enable	Flash	in	ChromeIf	you	need	to	enable	Flash	for	a	website,	Chrome	makes	this	possible.	The	browser	will	automatically	check	the	version	whenever	you	close	and	reopen	it.	Google	touted	that	this	new	format	would	result	in	smaller	app	file	sizes
and	easier	ways	to	control	various	aspects	of	apps.	Choose	“history”	and	then	“history”	again.	In	those	cases,	end	users	would	need	to	export	AABs	as	Android	APKs	on	their	own,	as	*.aab	files	would	not	work	on	alternative	stores.	Apps	that	are	currently	APKs	can	stay	that	way	—	at	least	for	now.	When	you	keep	Google	Chrome	fully	updated,	you’ll
have	the	peace	of	mind	that	comes	from	knowing	that	you’ll	have	all	of	the	latest	security	patches	applied	to	your	Internet	browsing.Google	Chrome	is	set	to	update	automatically	by	default.	This	won’t	require	much	effort	on	the	dev’s	part,	but	it	would	mean	that	any	developer	who	wanted	their	app	to	only	appear	on	the	Play	Store	would	have	that
power.	For	as	long	as	Android	has	been	around,	Android	apps	have	been	launched	in	the	APK	format	(which	stands	for	Android	Package).	It’s	also	possible	that	someone	could	gain	access	to	this	key	and	then	sign	apps	for	themselves.	Then,	click	“more	tools”	and	then	“clear	browsing	data.”	On	the	next	screen,	you’ll	see	an	option	to	select	a	time
range.	This	will	invariably	result	in	smaller	file	sizes	and	other	boons	for	the	end-user.	No	more	Android	APKs:	Good	news	or	bad	news?	Next,	choose	“clear	browsing	data”	and	review	the	drop-down	menu	that	appears.	AndroidGoogleGoogle	Play	Store	Developers	will	also	have	more	control	over	how	they	distribute	updates	to	apps,	which	will	likely
result	in	faster	and	more	efficient	app	updates.However,	there	are	two	significant	issues	with	AABs.	The	first	is	that	developers	who	want	their	apps	to	appear	in	other	distribution	channels	—	such	as	the	Amazon	App	Store	or	Huawei’s	App	Gallery	—	will	need	to	manually	export	APK	versions	of	their	apps.	This	is	a	bold	new	direction	away	from
Android	APKs,	but	we’ll	need	to	wait	for	the	dust	to	settle	before	we	draw	any	conclusions.	The	app	signing	key	is	basically	proof	that	a	specific	developer	created	a	specific	app.	Then,	choose	“update	Google	Chrome”	and	“relaunch”	to	move	through	the	update	process.Clear	Cookies	ChromeChrome	will	save	information	from	the	websites	you	visit	in
cache	and	cookies.	Click	the	menu	showing	to	the	right	of	“Flash”	and	click	“allow.”Clear	History	ChromeDeleting	history	in	Chrome	is	a	fast	and	easy	process.	Click	the	padlock	located	immediately	to	the	right	of	the	URL,	and	click	“site	settings”	from	the	drop-down	menu	that	appears.	Click	“clear	data”	to	finish.	Select	the	amount	of	history	you
want	to	delete,	and	place	checks	beside	boxes	of	the	information	you	want	to	delete.	Android	App	Bundles	can	be	up	to	15%	smaller	than	Android	APKs,	for	example.	This	gives	Google	quite	a	bit	of	power.	In	this	case,	you’ll	see	a	pending	message	to	let	you	know	the	update	is	available.	However,	in	2018,	Google	introduced	a	new	format	called
Android	App	Bundles,	or	AAB	(with	the	filename	*.aab).	While	you	have	several	options,	Google	Chrome	is	one	of	the	most	popular.
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